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It is the mission of Stream Team to protect and enhance water resources and associated habitats and wildlife in 
Thurston County through citizen action and education. Stream Team is funded and jointly managed by the 
stormwater utilities of the Cities of Lacey, Olympia and Tumwater and Thurston County. www.streamteam.info
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•	 Keep	all	stored	food	in	rodent-proof	containers.		
•	 Use	only	rodent-resistant	composters	keeping	lids	tight.		

Prevent	Access	to	Shelter	
While	outdoor	food	sources	escalate	rat	problems,	food	is	not	the	only	draw	for	rodents.	Yards	with	woodpiles,	

debris	or	old	furniture	lying	around	provide	rats	with	nesting	sites.	Entry	points	to	warm	shelter	both	inside	and	
outside	the	home	add	to	the	problem.	

•	 Rat	proof	buildings.	Look	for	gaps	or	holes	inside	and	outside	your	home—mice	can	squeeze	through	a		
nickel	sized	hole,	rats	a	half-dollar	sized	hole!		

•	 Seal	openings	or	gaps	around	doors	and	windows,	kitchen	cabinets,	behind	stoves	and	sinks,	drainpipes,		
vents,	power	lines	and	cables,	and	cracks	in	siding	or	foundations.	Use	stainless	steel	mesh	and	caulk,	lath	
screen,	sheet	metal,	cement	or	hardware	cloth	to	plug	holes.	

•	 Prevent	rats	from	climbing	buildings.	Keep	bushes,	vines,	and	tree	branches	cut	back	at	least	3	feet	from		
your	house.	Place	metal	or	thick	plastic	barriers	over	pipes.	

•	 Move	your	woodpile	at	least	twice	a	year	and	keep	it	elevated	above	the	ground.	
•	 Mow	your	lawn	regularly.		
•	 Keep	yards	and	alleys	clean—take	junk	to	the	dump!	

(Kotthoff,	M.,	Rüdel,	H.,	Jürling,	H.	et	al.	Environ	Sci	Pollut	Res	(2019)	26:	7315.	See	site	for	more	information:	https://doi.org/10.1007/s11356-018-1385-8)	

Source:	Stream	Team	News,	Winter	2019	
	




