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Harvest	Rainwater	from	Your	Roof	
Rainwater	harvesting	can	have	important	environmental	and	

economic	pay-offs.	It	reduces	stormwater	runoff	and	saves	on	water	
use.	Collecting	rainwater	from	impervious	surfaces,	such	as	roofs,	
and	storing	it	for	later	use,	has	been	done	for	ages.	Limited	water	
resources	and	stormwater	pollution	are	increasingly	serious	
problems.	With	the	emergence	of	green	building,	the	role	that	
rainwater	harvesting	can	play	has	become	more	apparent.		
Rainwater	reuse	brings	a	number	of	benefits:	

•		 Provides	inexpensive	supply	of	water		
•		 Reduces	stormwater	runoff	and	pollution	
•		 Reduces	erosion		
•		 Provides	water	for	irrigation	or	non-potable	indoor	uses	
•		 Helps	reduce	peak	summer	demands	

Early	fall	is	a	great	time	to	install	a	rain	barrel	or	two	for	your	home.	
Residential	rain	barrels	are	an	inexpensive	and	easy	retrofit	that	can	
help	reduce	stormwater	runoff	and	your	water	bill.	If	you	live	in	the	
City	of	Olympia	or	Tumwater	you	may	be	eligible	for	a	rain	barrel	
rebate,	to	find	out	more	visit:	
City	of	Olympia:	www.olympiawa.gov/waterwise	
City	of	Tumwater:	

https://www.ci.tumwater.wa.us/departments/public-
works/utilities/rebates-and-incentives	
Reinvigorate	Your	Tired	Lawn		
The	high	temperatures	and	dry	days	of	summer	can	take	a	toll	on	

your	lawn.	Fall	is	the	perfect	time	to	help	your	lawn	recover	and	give	
it	a	boost	for	next	year.		
Tips	to	create	a	healthier,	more	resilient	lawn:	
•		 Aerate	for	healthier	lawn	–	When	the	soil	beneath	your	lawn	
is	compacted,	it	leads	to	shallower	and	weaker	grass	roots	and	
poor	lawn	appearance.	Aeration	pulls	plugs	from	the	soil	to	
optimize	nutrient,	air,	and	water	flow.	This	improves	soil	
texture,	structure,	density	and	porosity	and	increases	nutrient	
uptake	by	grass	roots.	Aeration	also	decreases	stormwater	
runoff	through	rainfall	absorption.		

•		 Overseed	for	a	thick	lawn	–	Thick	lawns	can	outcompete	weeds,	retain	more	moisture	and	look	and	feel	
great!	Overseed	with	a	Pacific	Northwest	seed	blend	following	aeration.	Keep	seeds	moist	during	
germination.		

•		 Topdress	with	compost	–	After	aerating	add	organic	matter	and	nutrients	to	your	soil	by	topdressing	with	
a	¼”	of	organic	compost.	Simply	rake	it	into	the	lawn	and	let	the	rain	do	the	rest.		

•		 Rake	fallen	leaves	off	your	lawn	to	avoid	lawn	dieback	–	Alternatively,	you	can	mulch	mow	light	layers	
of	leaves	into	your	lawn.	

Visit	http://olympiawa.gov/city-utilities/water-resources/pollution-prevention/natural-yard-care.aspx	to	
check	out	our	natural	lawn	care	video	series	and	get	detailed	guidance	on	each	of	these	steps.	
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